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PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 


Kindly amend the above-captioned application before examination, as set 


IN THE CLAIMS: 

On the first page of the claims, first line, change "What is claimed is:" 
to -WHAT IS CLAIMED IS:--. 


Pl^se cancel, without prejudice, claims 1 to 16. 
Please add the following new claims: 


£j^T T\ --17. (New) A flat gasket for a reciprocating engine or a driven machine, 
' comprising: at leasy one metal sheet 0.05 to 0.5 mm thick which is provided with a 
coating of an elastomer film at least on sides facing outward in at least one sealing area 
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